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Article 1 In the implementation of the provisions of this Law, the following terms and
expressions shall have the meanings assigned to them below except where the
context otherwise requires:

1/1 The GCC: The Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf.

1/2 The Law: The GCC Patent Law.

1/3 Patent: The document granted by the Office to the owner of the invention so that his
invention enjoys legal protection in any of the GCC States in accordance with the
provisions of this Law.

1/4 Trade Cooperation Committee: the ministers concerned with trade affairs in the GCC
States

1/5 The Committee: The Grievance Committee appointed by the Trade Cooperation
Committee to practice its jurisdictions stipulated in this Law and the Implementing
Regulation.

1/6 The Office: The Patent Office of the Secretariat General of the Cooperation Council

1/7 The Competent Authority: The ministry, authority, department or national office
concerned with patent matters in each of the GCC states

1/8 The Implementing Regulation: The regulation issued in implementation of the
provisions of this Law.

Article 1 bis [The Office shall be responsible for receiving patent applications, examining them, or

1bis1 granting patents at the request of any of the GCC States. Recourse to the Office by
any of the GCC States is optional.

Article 1 bis [The GCC States, in the event that the Office chooses to represent them in receiving

1 bis 2 the application, examining it or granting the patent, shall so notify the Secretary-

General of the Cooperation Council. Such notice shall determine the limits of
benefiting from the Office services, in whole or in part. The GCC States shall apply
their national legislations on patent applications in the aspects where they do not
wish to benefit from the services of the Office.




Article 1 bis |If any of the GCC States elects the Office to receive the patent application, the Office

1 bis 3 shall refer the application to the competent authority to take the necessary actions in
accordance with the State's national legislation.

Article 1 bis [The Office may not grant a patent except upon the approval of the State or States

1bis4 that elect the Office to grant the patent on its behalf, in accordance with the
procedures specified by the Implementing Regulation. In all events, the patent shall
not be valid except in those States.

Article 1 bis [The Office shall issue a circular in the Official Bulletin in which the names of the GCC

1 bis5 States, the services provided by the Office on their behalf, and any updates thereto
are published.

Article 4 The Trade Cooperation Committee may exclude some inventions from obtaining a
patent whenever necessary to protect public order or public morals, including the
protection of human, animal or plant life or health, or to avoid severe damage to the
environment.

Article 9 When receiving patent applications on behalf of any of the GCC States, and after

9/1 ensuring that the conditions stipulated in the Law and the Implementing Regulation
are met, the Office shall record the date of submitting the application.

9/2 The Office shall examine the application formally or substantively on behalf of any of
the GCC States that have elected the Office to conduct the examination, or shall refer
it to one of the approved authorities to do so, after paying the substantive
examination fees.

Article 17 {The owner of a patent that enjoys the protection prescribed thereto in the Law may

17/1 license others to perform all or some of the exploitation work stipulated in Article

(12/1), and the license must be in writing, signed by both parties, and authenticated
by an official authority in one of the GCC States. The license contract shall not be valid
unless it is registered in the records of the competent authority, and the registration
application fee and the license contract registration fee have been paid.




17/2

The granting of a contractual license shall not preclude the patent owner's
exploitation of the patent in person, or granting another license for the same patent,
unless the first license contract stipulates otherwise.

17/3

The contractual licenses shall entail the right of the licensee to perform all acts of
exploiting the invention as stipulated in the contract, and the contractual licensee
shall not be entitled to assign the rights and obligations licensed by the owner of the
patent, unless the licensee’s right to assign is expressly provided for in the license
contract.

Article 18

The license contract for the exploitation or disposal of the patent shall be subject in
all events to the authority and supervision of the competent authority who may ask
the parties to the contract to amend it in order to prevent the misuse of the right to
the patent, and the negative impact of the contract on competition in the GCC States
or their possession and dissemination of technology. If the parties do not respond,
the competent authority shall have the right to deny approval to the contract and not
record it in the register.

Article 19
19/1

If the owner of the patent does not exploit the patent at all or does not use it
adequately in accordance with Article (13), the State that has elected the Office to
grant the patent on its behalf may grant a compulsory license under the following
conditions:

19/1/1

At least three years have passed since the patent was granted.

19/1/2

The license applicant shall prove that he has exerted the efforts, within a reasonable
period, to obtain a license from the patent owner at a reasonable price and on
reasonable commercial terms.

19/1/3

The license shall not be exclusive.

19/1/4

The license shall be mainly to meet the needs of the local market.

19/1/5

The licensing decision shall specify the scope and duration of the licence, as required
by the purpose for which it was granted.

19/1/6

The patent owner shall be granted a fair compensation.




19/1/7

The exploitation of the patent shall be restricted to the licensee, and the license shall
not be transferred to a third party except in case of transferring the ownership of the
licensee's facility or the part thereof that exploits the patent and provided that the
State approves this transfer.

19/2

If the invention relates to

semiconductors technology, it may only be licensed for general non-commercial
purposes, or to correct practices that are judicially or administratively determined to
be non-competitive.

19/3

Each GCC State shall determine the fee due for applying for and granting a
compulsory license, in accordance with its national legislation.

Article 20
20/1

The decision to grant the compulsory license shall not result in not granting other
compulsory licenses, or precluding the patent owner from exploiting the invention by
itself, or grant him other licenses to exploit it.

20/2

The GCC States that have elected the Office to grant the patent on their behalf may
not observe clauses (19/1/1) and (19/1/2) if the compulsory license application is due
to a general emergency or an urgent public need, or is for non-commercial public
uses, in one or more of the GCC States.

20/3

If the applicant for the compulsory license is the government of one of the GCC States
on whose behalf the Office has elected to grant the patent in order to exploit a
specific invention therein by means of one of its agencies, and that was based on the
requirements of public interest, it may approve granting the license, according to the
conditions set out in Article (19), subject to what is stated in paragraphs (20/1) and
(20/2).

Article 21

If the exploitation of an invention involves significant technical progress and is of
great importance, and such exploitation necessitates the use of another invention,
the GCC States that have elected the Office to grant the patent on their behalf,
subject to the provisions of Articles (19) and (20), may grant either or both of the
parties a compulsory license to exploit the other invention, unless they have agreed
amicably on the exploitation.

Article 25

It is permissible to appeal against the decisions of the Committee to the Economic
Judicial Authority of the Cooperation Council, and such appeal is decided in
accordance with the provisions of this Law and the laws of the GCC States related to
patents, respectively, or according to the general rules




Article 28 [The Trade Cooperation Committee shall issue a decision to form the Grievance
Committee as follows:

28/1 Each GCC State shall nominate two members for the Committee, one of them shall be
legal and the other technical.

28/2 The Committee shall have a legal chairman and vice-chairman to be elected by the
rest of the members for a period of three years.

28/3 The Committee shall take its decisions by a two-thirds majority of the present
members.

28/4 The meeting of the Committee shall be deemed valid if it is attended by two thirds of
the Committee members.

28/5 The meeting of the Committee shall be postponed for two weeks if the quorum
referred to in Paragraph 28/4 not reached. The meeting shall be valid with the
present members

28/6 The Committee members shall perform their work impartially and independently
from the directives of any party.

Article 29 [The Committee members and the Office employees may not submit requests in their

names during their tenure, and during the two years following the end of their
service, and the information in their possession shall be deemed strictly confidential




Article 30  |Subject to the provisions of Article (1 bis) and Article (9), the Office shall collect fees
from the beneficiaries in the following cases:

1- Patent application.

2- Granting and publishing the patent.

3- Annual fees.

4- Amendment or addition to the patent application.

5- Additional fee resulting from delay in paying the annual patent fee.

6- Transfer of the right to request or transfer patent ownership.

7- Obtaining a copy of the application or the registration of the application or the
patent.

8- Filing a grievance before the Committee.

9- Renewing the grievance before the Committee.

10- Requesting a culture medium sample.

11- Requesting a document to display the invention in an exhibition.

12- Conducting a search in the Office documents.

13- Substantive examination.

The Implementing Regulation shall determine the amount of fees

Article 32 [The Trade Cooperation Committee shall issue the Implementing Regulation for this
Law.

Article 33 |The Trade Cooperation Committee shall propose amendment of this Law.
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